COMMENTS AND COORDINATION US HIGHWAY 2 FEIS

“VARIETY IN HUNTING AND FISHING™

NORTH DAKOTA GAME 'AND FISH DEPARTMENT &

100 NOATH BISMARCK EXPRESSWAY BISMARCK, NOATH DAKOTA 58501-509% PHONE 701-328-8300

FAX 701-328 6352

October 7, 2002

Ken Birst, P.E.

Design Engineer

ND Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

Dear Mr. Birst:

RE: US Highway 2 - Draft Environmental Impact Statement
NDDOT Project No. NH-7-002(051)032

The North Dakota Game and Fish Department has reviewed this document for wildlife concerns.
1. Of the four alternatives considered for more detailed analysis, the South Alignment and Selective
North-South Alignment appear to be the most environmentally benign. However, as the "Super
2" alternative met all criteria except for being a divided four-lane, we wonder whether ample
consideration was given this option before it was dropped from consideration.

There is some discussion within this document (pages 4-23 to 4-25) regarding the mitigation of
2. wetlands impacted in the 1970'. It is unclear whether these habitat losses were ever mitigated.
We have no objection to the mitigation of these wetland acres provided it is not intended as a
replacement for existing no-mow or managed mow provisions. It is our thought this would be
better done after an approved plan has been developed to mitigate for no-mow areas.

Sincerely,

— 22 LR
TG ey 4 =
Fd . < =
Michael G. McKenna
Chief
Conservation & Communication Division

is
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North Dakota Game and Fish Department
Response:

1. The Super Two Alternative was not advanced for detailed consideration because is does not
meet the purpose and need of the project. It does not adequately address safety concerns
created by traffic moving at vastly different speeds and it creates additional safety concerns
associated with determining use of the passing lane under the adverse weather conditions
typical of North Dakota in the winter. Additionally, the presence of lengthy military
convoys raises both safety and national security concerns when a passing vehicle is unable
to pass the entire convoy before losing access to a passing lane. The introduction of the
Super Two highway configuration may lead to both safety and continuity concerns as
drivers encounter an unfamiliar section of roadway because a “Super Two” configuration
does not exist anywhere else in the state. Finally, the Super Two Alternative does not
efficiently enhance system performance to function properly as part of the Interregional
System of roads under NDDOT’s Highway Performance Classification System due to
safety concerns, passing restrictions, and limits on travel speeds due to slow-moving
vehicles.

2. The mitigation of wetland acres is not intended to be a replacement for existing no-
mow or managed mow provisions. House Bill 1012, passed by the Fifty-Eight
Legislative Assembly, authorized the purchase of land to eliminate managed-mow
areas. It also required public hearings in counties where the land is located. The same
bill extended the deadline for the elimination of managed-mow to July 15, 2006.
Therefore, the purchase of the mitigation tracts must be complete and in place prior to
that date. A plan to move the managed-mow commitments for the highway ROW has
been finalized in cooperation with the Federal and State agencies. The plan includes
provisions to insure that the current environmental commitments will be satisfied.
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North Dakota State Water Commission

700 EAST BOULEVARD AVENUE, DEFT 770 + BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA S8505-0850 + 701-328-2750
TOD 701-328-2750 = FAX Pﬂl-!iﬂo‘*o +  INTERNET: hitp://www awc state nd.us/

October 14, 2002 =

Kenneth Birst \v
ND Department of Transportation Y,
608 East Blvd. Ave

Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

This is in response to your request for environmental impacts associated with Project No. NH-7-
002(051)032, an improvement project to ND Highway 2 between Williston, and Minot, ND

The proposed project has been reviewed by State Water Commission staff and the following
comments are provided:

- Attached are portions of the Flood Insurance Rate Maps for Ward County, dated

February 15, 2002; and the map for the City of Ray. The last sentence on page 4-29
State Water Commission issues floodplain development permi
jurisdictions are

The local
responsible for issuing floodplain development permits (application
forms are enclosed). Please apply to:

states that the

Dick Ross, Auditor

City of Ray

PO Box 67

R ND 58849
Telephone (701) 568-2204

Donald Siebert, Building, Inspector
Ward County

315 3" Street SE

Minot, ND 58701

Telephone (701) 857-6432

- The alternative alignment depicted on page 2-6 would be partially constructed in
Williston's floodplain as shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Map dated September |,
1987. Prior to construction, application for development on a floodplain should be mas

to:
Monte Meiers
City of Williston Engineer
PO Box 1306
Williston, ND 58802
Telephone (701) 573-8161
2 - All waste material associated with the project must be disposed of properly and not

placed in identified floodway areas.,

JOHN HOEVEN, GOVERNOR DALE L. FRINK

CHAIRMAN SECRETARY AND STATE ENG
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- Attached is location data for observation wells in the vicinity of the project. This may
or may not pertain to your area of concern. If wells are located in your project area,
please contact the Water Appropriation Division of the State Water Commission
Additional information concerning wells can be obtained at web site:
http://water.swe.state.nd.us/dataresources.him! (under Ground/Surface Water Data)

- Benchmarks should be retained if possible. Qur records indicate many in the vicinity of

the project. Information concerning benchmarks is shown on the attached sheets. Ifitis
not possible to retain a benchmark or if it no longer exists, we would appreciate you
informing this office. We also suggest you contact the National Geodetic Survey, Attn:
N/CG 162, Rockville, MD 20852. If the benchmark has to be removed, the Geodetic

Survey will then inform you of the procedure. Additional information concerning first
order benchmarks can be obtained at web site:
http:fiwww, ngs.noaa. gov/products services shiml

- The County Water Resource Districts (WRD) along the route should be contacted and
provided with the project details. The local WRD has jurisdiction over road dra
Some WRDs may require additional permits to initiate the proposed work. The County
WRD will provide the review and concurrence needed to complete the project.

6.

- The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service should be contacted concerning
effects to landowners and farmland.

There are no other concerns associated with this project that affect State Water Commussion or
State Engineer regulatory responsibilities.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide review comments. If you have any questions, please
call me at 328-4969,

Sincerely,

Larfy Knudtson
Research Analyst

LIK:dd/1721
Enclosures
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North Dakota State Water Commission

Response:
I.

2.

The NDDOT will obtain the needed flood plain permits if they are required.

The NDDOT’s Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction do not
allow waste material to be placed in identified floodways.

If during design of the project, or if during construction of the project, a well is
found to be within the construction limits, NDDOT will contact the Water
Appropriation Division of the State Water Commission to determine the appropriate
measures needed.

It is the NDDOT’s policy to retain or reestablish benchmarks.

The County Water Resource Districts will be contacted during the design phase of
the project.

The USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service has been informed of this

project.
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State
Historical
Society of

a\ North Dakota

Sirtce [ 895

September 18, 2002

Kenneth E. Birst, P.E.
North Dakota Design Engineer
State Historical Board MNorth Dakota Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

Bavprniry 4

Dhiane K. Lar
Hovmraredk Viee F

NDSHPO REF.: 00-0505, Review of Draft EIS, US Highway 2, Western ND.
NDDOT Project # NH-7-002(051)032.

Dear Mr. Birst:

We have reviewed the daft Environmental Impact Statement for NDDOT

Project # NH-7-002(051)032, August 13, 2002, and have the following
comment:

General: Information provided in some sections is likely outdated due to the

time between original compilation of the EIS and the date submitted for
review.

Flepnaen

Page 4-32, 4th Paragraph, Last Sentence: Should be reworded to something
like: “The remaining 35 miles of the APE were intensively inventoried by
conducting a literature review and a pedestrian survey with transects
generally spaced XX m apart.”

Thank you for the opportunity to review this document. Please include the
ND SHPO Reference number listed above in any further correspondence for

this specific project. If you have any questions please contact Duane Klinner
at (701) 328-3576.

Sincerely,

i sl
Merlan E. Paaverud, Jr.
State Historic Preservation Officer

(North Dakota)

Hermage Center =

612 East Boulevard Avenue. Bismar

. ND 58505-0830 = Phonpe: 701-328-2666
Emuail: histsocG

= Fax: 701-328-3710
te.ndus = Web site: hupailaview s

st o« TTY: |-800-366-6858 7-106
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State Historical Society of North Dakota
Response:

1. Comment noted. The information has been updated in the FEIS.

2. Comment noted. The recommended sentence has been reworded.
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April 1, 2003 Office of the Mayor

Mr. David Sprynczynaltyk, Director

North Dakota Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue

Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0700

Dear Mr, Sprynczynalyk:

Thank you for your letter dated March 26, 2003 relative to the U.S. Highway 2 Project
west of Minot. It has been the City of Minot's position for many years that the 4-laning of this
important highway was needed for economic development in the northwest region of the state.
To emphasize this need, | offer the following:

First, an appointed local task force is working diligently on a proposed intermodal freight
facility for the Minot area, Because Minot is served by two Class | railroads and three U.S
highways, the prospect for such a facility is very good. We are confident that such a facility is
feasible and may be in operation within two years. Obviously, such a facility will result in
significant traffic (trucks, others) from all directions, including U.S Highway 2.

Next, the Minot Vocational Workshop was recently awarded a long term contract with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture for the processing and packaging of specific agri-products for
shipment abroad. This is a multi-million dollar contract and will also result in increased truck
traffic with respect to agricultural products from area farms. Target Stores has recently obtained
a building permit for a major remodel of their retail facility at Dakota Square Mall. Also, a local
developer has begun construction of a hotel and large indoor water slide park on the south side
of Dakota Square, This facility will be a “regional” attraction, again resulting in increased
vehicular traffic from all directions.

The Burlington Northern-Santa Fe Railroad is also planning a major upgrade to Gavin
Yard in the near future. Minot has been designated as a 1,500-mile service stop for BNSF train
traffic between Chicago and the West Coast. This together with projected lrain traffic increases
warrants the facilities upgrade at the yard. We fully expect this project will also result in
increased vehicular traffic, particularly related to agri-business.

The Minot economy is strong and growing We support all efforts to improve
transportation facilities leading to and from the city as not only benefiting the city but the
northwest region of North Dakola 2"

Sincerely, (

Curt Zimbelma
Mayor

The Magic City

3yl

515 2nd Ave. SW = Minot, North Dakota 35701-3739 « (7013 857-4750 « Fax (701) 857-4

mayores web.cLminot.na. us

7-53
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City of Minot

Response:

1. Comment Noted
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“Anderson Equipment” To: <kbirst@state.nd.us>
<anderz@restel.net> ce:
10/07/2002 0B.:05 AM Subject: US 2 project

Mr. Ken Birst, P.E. - Project Engineer
MND Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

Dear Mr. Birst:
I appreciate the opportunity to review the proposed US 2 improvement from Minot to Williston.

The section going through the city limits of Ross is where my concemn is. | noticed from the draft that it

was being treated as a rural section. Correct me if | am wrong, but being considered a rural section is not
allowing for any turning lanes.

The City of Ross has two grain handling systems on the west and east side of town, There is a large
number of trucks that haul lo and from each of these businesses. The visibility on either of these turns is
obstructed by a curve between these two turns. With the 65 MPH speed limit and possibly someday being
increased, it makes for an unsafe condition. The trucks turning off the highway are large and take more
time to exit than a regular automobile.

The City Council has proposed that the new improvement on US 2 through the City of Ross include
1 turning lanes. The Council feels that turning lanes need to be included in this project.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project.
Sincerely,

Hay Anderson, Mayor
City of Ross

P.O. Box 12

Ross, ND 58776
EMail:rsjjband @ restel.nel
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Ray Anderson, Mavor, City of Ross
Response:

1. The location of median crossing and turning lanes will be evaluated and
determined in the design phase of the project and reviewed with adjacent
properties
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7.7  Public Hearing and Comments on Draft EIS

Public hearings for the subject project were held on October 8 and 9, 2002, to discuss the proposed
improvements to US Hwy 2 from US Highway 85 to West of US Highway 52. The hearings were
held at the North Central Research Extension Center, in Minot, and Senior Citizen Center in
Berthold on October 8, 2002. Hearings were also held at the 2-Way Inn Café and Steakhouse in
Stanley, and Williams County Courthouse in Williston on October 9, 2002. A formal presentation

was followed by a period of public comment.

The following list of Public Comments and Responses begin on Page 7-59.

Organization Comment Response
Page Page
Andrew Fjeldahl — Farmer’s Union Oil 7-58 7-59
Clifford Halvorson 7-60 7-61
Evelyn Kjosen 7-62 7-63
Gloria Johnson 7-64 7-65
Leona Halvorson 7-66 7-67
Marvin Heller 7-68 7-69
Merrel Kjosen 7-70 7-71
Michael Hillman (Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad) 7-72 7-73
Pringle & Herigstad, P.C. 7-75 7-77
Rena Iverson 7-78 7-79
Rod Buxa 7-80 7-81
Rosella Person 7-82 7-83
Scott Meiers 7-84 7-86
Sheldon Gudmundson 7-87 7-88
Stanley Weight 7-89 7-90
Mr. & Mrs. Willard Hanson 7-91 7-92
Williston Area Chamber of Commerce 7-93 7-94
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Comment Sheet

Project Number: NH-7-002(051)032
Proposed Improvements to U.S. Highway 2
DEIS Public Hearing — Berthold, North Dakota
Tuesday, October 8, 2002

Name (please print) fquclmu a: Iclq!,\ ! = b s

Address (please print) T'T"w mevs d Wisw COr f CJOmapa u}/
2810 ( Hw}/& e <
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| wish to offer tl}e following comments:
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Statements not submitted at the public input meeting should be sent to:

Mr. Ken Birst, P.E

Design Engineer

ND Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700
E-mail: kbirst@state.nd.us
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Andrew Fjeldahl (Cenex — formerly Farmers Union Oil Company)
Response:
1. The location of median crossings will be evaluated and determined in the design
phase of the project and reviewed with adjacent properties.
2. During the design phase of these projects it will be determined if additional turn
lanes will be needed. Existing turn lanes will be constructed within the already
identified areas of impact.
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Clifford Halvorson
Response:
1. When you buy motor vehicle fuels you pay both federal and state gas tax. The federal

gas tax goes into the Federal Highway Trust Fund. The state uses these federal funds to
pay for construction of projects such as this US 2 project. A portion of the state gas tax
money is provided to counties and cities for repair, rehabilitation, and reconstruction of

the roadways they are responsible for.
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Evelvn Kjosen

Response:

1. Comment Noted
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"Gloria Johnson" To: <kgood @ state.nd.us>
- <gjohnson@dia.net> cc:
= il dwork
T m— Subject: williams co. roadwo
Hello

| received a phone call this evening from Marv Baarstad. He had attended a meeting regarding the continuation of
construction of Hwy 2 into a 4 lane highw: There was discussion regarding graves along side of Highway 2 in
1 Twp. |56, Rg. 98, Sect. 12

A group of us have been documenting all of the rural cemeteries and private burials in Williams County and are
going into our 5th year now, 1 have been coordinating this ongoing project and do have information regarding these

According 1o my records there is a Dunkard (Tank) Cemetery approx. 3 miles west of Ray, on the north side of
Highway 2 that can be seem from the highway, 1 have a copy of the Warranty Deed record for this cemetery, Itis in
Wheelock Township and the description is:

A strip of land lying 33 fi, on each side of the following center line. Beginning at a point 147jft. North of the SW
Comer, Section 12, Twp. 156, R. 98, thence on a curve to the cast (147 ft. radius) to a point of 147 fi.cast of the SW
Comer, Section 12, Containing an area of .3 acres more or less and all lying in the SW 1/4 SW 1/4 Section 12, Twp
156, R. 98 W

The Dunkard Church of Ray established this cemetery and the Warranty Deed is dated 27 February 1936

I have 12 graves accounted for in this cemetery. Possibly more unmarked graves, The cemetery is well maintained
and fenced in

Another description | have was dated the 07 October 1907 & records the land purchase for $50.

Beginning at the Southwest comner of the Southwest quarter (SW 1/4) of Section 12 in township 156, Range 98W,
thence running due North 21,9 rods, thence running due East 21.9 rods, thence running due South 21.9 rods, thence
running due West 21.9 rods to the point of beginning. Containing a parcel of land 21.9 rods by 21.9 rods and being
a part of the Southwest quarter of Sect. 12, in Twp. 156, North Rg. 98 west., containing .3 acres more or Jess. Land
was purchased from Mrs, Mary Hart.

1 hope this info will help to answer some of your questions. If [ can be of further help with info, please let me know

Sincerely,
Gloria Johnson
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Gloria Johnson
Response:
1. It is the NDDOT’s policy to investigate all design measures to avoid known graves. If

burial relocation becomes necessary, the NDDOT conducts the removal and reburial with the utmost
respect and depending upon the type of burial, include either Native American traditional religious

people or Christian Clergy.
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Leona Halvorson

Response:

1. Comment Noted
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Comment Sheet

Project Number: NH-7-002(051)032
Proposed Improvements to U.S. Highway 2
DEIS Public Hearing — Berthold, North Dakota
Tuesday, October 8, 2002

Name (please print) m can TUQI I't;?-"'-

Address (please print) Q904 FayH4h St AW
Re~thnld  AND 58718

| wish to offer the following comments:
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Statements not submitted at the public input meeting should be sent to:

Mr. Ken Birst, P.E.

Design Engineer

ND Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700
E-mail: kbirst@state.nd.us
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Marvin Heller

Response:

1. Comment Noted
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i N
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Merrel Kjosen

Response:

1. Comment Noted.

F:\Design\US 2\FEIS\SECTION 7.doc 7-72



COMMENTS AND COORDINATION US HIGHWAY 2 FEIS

= “Hillman, Michael A" To: “kbirst@state.nd.us™ <kbirst @ state.nd.us>
<Michael.Hillman@BN cc: "Amdl, Spencer D* <Spencer. Amdi&BNSF.coms>, “Stack, Clyde D"
SF.com> <Clyde.Stack@BNSF.coms, "Hillman, Michael A”
- . Michael Hillman @ BNSF.coms=
10/28/2002 12:59 PM =
Subject: NDDOT Project Number NH-7-002{051)032, US Hwy 2 DEIS
Comments

Kenneth,

Per the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) sent to the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe
1 Railway (BNSF), BENSF would offer the following comments:

The DEIS notes on page 2-28 that "An additional at-grade crossing will be required for the BNSF branch
line track located just west of Berthold (milepost 121.92). The existing crossing is protected with
automatic flashing light signals with short arm gates, advanced warning signs, and pavement markings.*
BNSF does not wish to add any new, additional at-grade crossings. The existing crossing at Berthold
should be utilized to get traffic across the tracks, or be closed in order to accommodate the new crossing
lacation. There should be a solution to net zero additional crossings in that location (traffic flow
modification, road build/relocation, etc).

If you have any questions for me, feel free 1o reply o this email or give me a call at 763-782-3492.

Mike Hillman
Manager of Public Projects

Representing The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway
(763) 782-3492
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Mike Hillman
Response:
1. An additional at grade crossing is not required. The existing crossing will be widened

as required. The same protective device in place will remain and be upgraded as

necessary
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September 3, 2002

Mr. Kenneth E. Birst, P.E.

Design Engineer

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

608 East Boulevard Avenue iy
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

NDDOT PROJECT NUMBER: NH-7-002(051)032
U.S. HIGHWAY 2

We are in receipt of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on the U.S. Highway 2
project. Our comments contained herein are only intended to be offered on behalf of the
persons in Berthold interested in the current Cenex C-Store. That store is shown on
Figure B-7 of the plans.

As such, we wish to advise that any of the four current plans would pass objections,
provided that currently available access from Highway 2 to the C-Store is not altered,
obstructed, or impaired. The community of Berthold has invested a considerable amount
of local resources in this facility to allow travelers on Highway 2 easy-on and easy-off
access to the Cenex station.

1 We could assume this unaltered access has been planned for based on the comments
. contained in the last paragraph on page 4-4 of the Draft EIS, but the paragraph does not
specifically address access to "businesses” along the highway; it references “travel pattern

Again, on page 4-10, the EIS states that "travel patterns of residents and accessibility
within the communities is not anticipated to change significantly,” but it does not state that
all current ingress and egress in general or, specifically, on and off access Highway 2 from
mile posts 123 to 124, will remain the same.
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Kenneth E. Birst, P.E

ptember 3, 2002

Any clarification you can provide in letter form and in the final EIS would be helpful

Thank yet
,-———-’.”_ \_,/1‘/1_ |

-

Don Negaard

t
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Pringle & Herigstad, P.C.
Response:
1. It is not intended to remove any current access points. Additional traffic

operation studies may be completed in the design phase to review the current access points to make
sure they do not cause any safety concerns. Access will be reviewed with adjacent properties in the

design phase of the project.
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Comment Sheet

Project Number: NH-7-002(051)032
Proposed Improvements to U.S. Highway 2
DEIS Public Hearing — Stanley, North Dakota
Wednesday, October 9, 2002

) ——
Name (please print) /5//%:3/41’ v dﬁ-r_‘éan/

Address (please print) i Pux <2 46,7 ;9,«— Zh
W s s I

; oY - op - 755 S5Y2)
-D
I wish to offer the following comments: :
1 ‘"L)I ""}.// i:’ Vs PP fé)?‘A EEETI A DR N 7:_ — .".(.{-{? A2 e —
: OLgne . 7z 204 Rl P =Y

Statements not submitted at the public input meeting should be sent to:

Mr. Ken Birst, P.E.

Design Engineer

ND Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700
E-mail: kbirst@state.nd.us
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Rena Iverson
Response:

1. Comment Noted.
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Comment from Rod Buxa (Anamoose 701-465-7245)

Telephone Conversation

1 He is against 4 laning Highway 2, because he feels the money can be better allocated to other
’ areas.

He requested truck and car traffic data for Highways 2 and 52.

Rod was advised the comment period was open until 10/21/02 and was giving traffic data by phone
on 10/7/02. ;
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Rod Buxa
Response:

1. Comment Noted
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Comment Sheet

Project Number: NH-7-002(051)032
Proposed Improvements to U.S. Highway 2
DEIS Public Hearing — Stanley, North Dakota
Wednesday, October 9, 2002
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Statements not submitted at the public input meeting should be sent to:

Mr. Ken Birst, P.E.

Design Engineer

ND Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700
E-mail: kbirst@state.nd.us
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Rosella Person

Response:

1. Comment Noted
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Comment Sheet

Project Number: NH-7-002(051)032
Proposed Improvements to U.S. Highway 2
DEIS Public Hearing — Stanley, North Dakota
Wednesday, October 9, 2002

Name (please print) Sco 77L Mete s
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Statements not submitted at the public input meeting should be sent to:

Mr. Ken Birst, P.E.

Design Engineer

ND Department of Transpartation
608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700
E-mail: kbirst@state.nd.us
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Scott Meiers
Response:
1. Comment noted.

2. Final access points have not yet been determined and will be done during the design

phase and reviewed with adjacent properties.
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Sheldon Gudmunson
Response:
1. Improvements to highways extending to Glendive, Montana, are predominantly

under the jurisdiction of the Montana Department of Transportation. There are currently no plans to

improve any of the highways, under NDDOT jurisdiction to Glendive.
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Comment Sheet

Project Number: NH-7-002(051)032
Proposed Improvements to U.S. Highway 2
DEIS Public Hearing — Stanley, North Dakota
Wednesday, October 9, 2002

Name (please print) //4/‘7%-’:7’ 7/'/9&7 Z/ Qé%_)

Address (please print) ﬁf;’/ q ‘7
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| wish to offer the following comments:
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Statements not submitted at the public input meeting should be sent to:

Mr. Ken Birst, P.E.

Design Engineer

ND Department of Transpartation
608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700
E-mail: kbirst@state.nd.us
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Stanley Wright

Response:

1. Comment Noted
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Mr. and Mrs. Willard Hanson
Response:

1. Separate turning lanes will be investigated at the White Earth intersection. The
proposed four lane roadway, by adding another driving lane, will greatly improve the
traffic operating characteristics of this and all the other intersections along this portion
of US 2.
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WILLISTON, NORTH DAKOTA 58802-0779
TELEPHONE (701) 577-6000

FAX (701) 577-8591

e-mail wehamber@shkvlandnd.net

Kenneth E. Birst

Design Engineer

ND Department of Transportation
608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

September 25, 2002

Dear Kenneth Birst,

In regards to your Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed improvement
to US Highway 2 between Minot and Williston, the Williston Area Chamber of
Commerce agrees with your study and fully supports it's conclusion.

Thank you for the time and effort you have expended on the US Highway 2 project.

Sincerely,

N Iy
.).{.-' Lt st _[/’ l:)‘f =
e,
Diane Hagen
Executive Director
Williston Area Chamber of Commerce

dig
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